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ACTS xx. 35. 


J Remember the Words of the Loan Ix- 
sus, how He ſaid, It is more bleſs- 


ed to Give, than to Receive. 


HUS St. Paul concludeth his 
Charge to the Preſbytery of 

gy the Church of Epheſus, whom 
he had called together to Mi- 
letus on purpoſe to deliver it to 
them. This was to be the laſt 
Viſitation, he was to hold; This his Farewel 
Sermon to them, who were to ſee his Face no 
more, He therefore begins with a ſolemn 
Appeal to Themſelves, as Witneſſes of his 
Conduct in the Diſcharge of his high Office 
from the firſt Day that He came into Afi, 
diz. how he had ſerved the Loxp with all 
Hu- 
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[2] 
Humility of Mind, how he had kept back from 
them nothing, that was profitable, but had de- 
clared to them all the Counſel of Gop : Where- 
fore I take you to record this Day; that I am 
free from the Blood of all Men. 


AND having thus animated them by his 
own Example to a like Zeal and Fidelity in 
Diſcharge of the ſacred Truſt, he cautions 
them with the greateſt Vehemence and Im- 
portunity, to take Heed to Themſelves, and 
to all the Flock, over which the Hor y 
GrosT hath made them Overſcers. For 1 
know this, ſays He, that after my Departing 

all grievous Wolves: enter in among you, not 
ſparing the Fhck. And having proceded thus 
far with the Authority of an Apoſtle, and the 
Affection of a Spiritual Father, He finally re- 
commends them to Gon, and the Work of his 
Grace, which alone was able to buid them up. 


AND as nothing could more fatally obſtruct 
the Succeſs of their Miniſtry, and Propagation 
of the Goſpel, than too cloſe an Attachment 
to the Things of this Life, he once more re- 
news his Appeal to Themſelves, like his great 
Predeceſſor the Prophet Samuel, Whoſe Ox 
bave I taken, or cubſe Aſs baue I taken? only 
in Terms yet ſtronger, and more expreſſive, of 
his Diſengagement from ſecular Concerns, I 
Dave coveted, even but in Thought, no Man's 
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Silver, or Gold, or Apparel. Yea, ſays He, 
Yeu your Selves know, ſo far to the contrary, 
that waving my Right as a Shepherd, to eat 
of the Mil of the Flock, which I fed, theſe 
Hands have miniſtred to my Neceſſities, and to 
them that were with me. 


SUCH was his Example, and ſuch his Doc- 
trine deduced from it, which is always found 
to be moſt availing, when the Precept is en- 
livened by the Pattern. No one then had 
a better Right, than the Apoſtle to aflert, that 
he had ſhew'd them all Things, how that /o 
labouring, (i. e.) as he had Himſelf, they 
ought to ſupport the Weak or Sick, (7. e.) to 
underprop, and keep them up that were fink- 
ing, or to raiſe up them that were already 
fallen: No One could with a better Grace, 
bid them remember the Words of our LorD 
Jesus, how, He faid, I is more bleſſed to 
Give, than to Receive. 


Here then, if you obſerve, is a double 
Beatitude, the One imply'd, the Other ex- 
preſs'd, This Poſitive, and That Comparative. 
Here is the Bleſſedneſs of Giving, and the 
Bleſſedneſs of Receiving ; the latter of which, 
upon the Compariſon, is leſs than the for- 
mer, It is more bleſſed to give, than to receive: 
Which, literally tranſlated, is, I is an happy 


or bleſſed Thing to Give, rather than to Re- 
cei ve. 


[4] 

ceive. And this, I perſwade my Self, will 
appear very true without Recourſe to the 
Authority of Him, whoſe Saying it is, to 
ſupport it, ſhould we bring it to the niceſt 
Examen, and Teſt of Reaſon, by viewing 
the reſpective Bleſſedneſs of each in its proper 
Light, and then ſhewing on which Side the 
ſuperior Advantage lies. 


Fins r, then, Let us take a View of the 
Bleſſedneſs of the Receiver. For that it is a 
bleſſed Thing to Receive is here imply'd: o- 
therwiſe, it could not be ſaid with any Pro- 
priety, It is more bleſſed to Give. | 


Taz Giver. indeed is Prior in Order of 
Time, and Dignity of Place, as being the firſt 


Mover, Was there no Body to give, there 


could be no Body to receive; how many 


ſoever there might be in the moſt. preſſing 


Want, or higheſt Expectation of.a Gift, But 


{till it ſeems more natural to riſe by Degrees; 
and ĩt is at once more regular, and more ſuit- 


able to the Importance of our Subject, to aſ- 


cend from the Lower to the Higher, than vice 
verſa, to ſink in our Argument. 


Now in Order to this, it will be requiſite 
for us to underſtand rightly, who are here 
appointed by our Loxp to be his Receivers; 


and they, the Apoſtle tells us, are the Weak, 


(Ace- 
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acberdiſſas the Sic and Infirm. And what 
are they to receive, but Underprops and Sup- 
ports at our Hands? This is a Metaphor ta- 
ken from Buildings fadly out of Repair, that 
Ned, as it were, at the Traveller, as he paſſes 
by, and threaten the wnwary with impending 
Ruin. Theſe plainly and at firſt Sight, tell 
You, here, and what Kind of Props, they 
moſt need; tho' commonly the more diligent 
the Search, the more wide the Diſcovery. 
And thus it 1s, when tranſlated to the Fabrick 
of Man, whoſe Houſe of his earthly Tabernacle 
is as ſubject to Decays, as the ſlighteſt of thoſe 
Buildings that are mage with Hands, 


VaR1ovs are the Diſtreſſes to which by 
Nature we are expos'd, and Afflictions of 
ſundry Kinds hourly aſſail us, which fill the 
human Heart with Bitterneſs and Moe. 


Tux moſt general, and moſt diffuſive Com- 
plaints are thoſe of Poverty and Szchneſs; becauſe 
all others are derived from them, or reducible 
to them. The Body and the Soul act mutu- 
ally on each other, and the Injuries of For- 
tune ſeldom fail to affect Both. Poverty very 
often begets Sichneſs; and again, Sicneſi as of- 
ten begets Poverty; and where theſe Two in- 
vade the Weak with their united Force, the 


Man muſt be endued with an uncommon 


Greatneſs of Mind, that can bear up under 
them without abateing either of his Conſtancy 
B or 
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or Patience. Thus it is with the common 
Run, 7z. e. the Bulk of Mankind, who fre- 
quently contract Maladies, for Want of Ne- 
ceflaries to. prevent them, or. labour the longer 
under them, for Want of Means to repel 
them. Py 


Bor tho' the former of theſe Complaints 
be more general; yet, the Latter is more di- 


. fufrve; the One takes in te Multitude, the 
Other extends to al. There are many that 


dwell in Affluence, ſecure from Penury and 


Want: Not One of the Sons of Adam that is 


not the Heir to Pain and Sorrow. Though 
Lazarus was laid at the Rich Man's Gate full 
of Sores; yet muſt we ſuppoſe- the Rich Man 
to be viſited with Sickneſs, before he alſo died 
and was buried. It was not his being cloath'd 
in Purple and fine Linnen, and faring ſump- 


 Fuouſly every Day, that could keep off, or break 


the Violence of hoſtile Diſtempers. Nay, 
perhaps, his Riot and Intemperance might 
bring them on; and his want of Pity to the 
Ohject at his Gate, to whom his Dogs ſhew'd 
more Compaſſion than Himſelf, might poſſi- 
bly ſtrengthen his Diſorders, and haſten the 
Hand of Providence to ſweep him off. 


Now, which Way ſoever our Brother be 
afflicted, whether he be weak thro' Sickneſs, 


Poverty, Old Age, or all together, the par- 


ticular 


i. 
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ticular Circumſtances of his Affliction point 
out the neceſſary Support, and direct us what, 
and when, and where, and horte, to adminiſter 


Relief. 


Wx will ſuppoſe a Caſe or two, the moſt 
familiar, for the Sake of Exemplification, and 
for a Time ſubſtitute our Selves in the Room 
of this weak Brother, that is the Ohõect of our 
Benevolence, that his Condition may more ſen- 
ſibly affect us, and beget a Sympathy, as be- 
ing Our Own. 


Por the Caſe of an honeſt, induſtrious 
Man, with a numerous. Race of Children, 
whoſe Fortune 1s incompetent to his Family, 
nor equal either to his Merit or his Want. 
What anxious Cares, and deep Concern, think 
you, mult fit brooding in his Boſom Day 
and Night, hatching Expedients, if poſſible, 
whereby to provide for them in ſuch a Man- 
ner as paternal Affection dictates, or the Laws 
of Gob and Nature require? Should any one, 
prompted by Principles of Humanity, take one 
or more of theſe Children oft his Hands, and 
place them out fo as to live with Decency and 
Credit, what a bleſſed Thing would this be to 
the Father, to both Parents, nay, to the whole 
Family, who would All, more or leſs, be Par- 
takers of the Bleſſing? And how mult it re- 
vive the drooping Spirit of the poor Man, to ſee 

B 2 that 


Bu | 

that GoD had not forgotten to be gracious? 
How would it lighten his Heart, as it light- 
en'd his Burden, and give him freſh Recruits 
of Strength and Courage, to exert his utmoſt 
tor thoſe behind, in Hopes of repeated In- 
ſtances of the Bounty of Providence, and of 
ſeeing yet again the Goodneſs of the LoRD ir 
the Land of the Living ! 


SUPPOSE again, that a Siſter, the Wife, 
we'll ſay, of this Worthy Man, ſhould by 
the Viſitation of Heaven, be depriv' d of the 
Partner of her Bed, and Boſom, her only 
Stay and Comfort under all the Preſſures of 
Life, aſtoniſhed, and as it were thunderſtrook 
with the Weight of Woe, unconſoleable for 
her paſt Loſs, and deſponding of future Mer- 
cies, Here the Difireſs is doubled to our 
View, and the fame Acts of Kindneſs done 
before, riſe proportionably higher, when done 
to the Fatherleſs, and Widow, by how much 
the lower State they were reduced to, and the 
greater the Calamity in which they were in- 
voly'd. And accordingly it would be.a thing 
doubly bleſſed to the Receivers, ſhould any One 
touch'd with Compaſſion and Reſentment, 
ſtand forth their Friend, and raiſe them out 
of the Mire to a Place of Safety and Repoſe, 
diſpel the Gloom from the Brow, and Me- 
lancholy from the Heart, and ſupply i in ſome 
Sort the Place of a Father and an Huſband, 
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by defending their little Rights, and guarding 
them from Oppreſſiun and Wrong. 


Bur to carry it farther yet, we will ſup- 
poſe this callow Brood, that upon any Ap- 
proach of Danger fled to their Mother for 
Protection, and were by her gathered, as an 
Hen gathereth her Chicken under her Wings, 
ſhould be depriv'd of Her likewiſe, left naked, 
and expos'd to every Bird of Prey, that are 
{till hovering, and ready on the firſt Occaſion 
to ſeize the Innocent and Unguarded, and 
tear them in Pieces, whilſt there is none to 
help. Here Diſtreſs can fink no lower. 
Here the Cries of the Orphan muſt pierce e- 
very Ear; and Tears, his laſt Refuge, melt 
every Heart. And how unſpeakably great a 
Bleſſing muſt it be to the tender, helpleſs 
I/retches, ſcarce ſienſible how wretched they 
are, when ſome kind Hand interpoſes provi- 
dentially for their Deliverance, ſnatches them 
from the ravenous Jaws, that were open to 
devour them, and mitigates the Anguiſh of 
their Souls by driving that ghaſtly Spectre 
WanrT, from their Doors, and filling their 
Hearts with Food, and Gladneſs ! 


Here, then, the Salve is well adapted to 


the Gore, and the Remedy correſponds with 


the Diſcaſe. 


AND 


[ 10 ] 


Axp This is that general Rule which we 


are to obſerve in conferring of Benefits, z. e. 


* to proportion our Bounty to the Call, and 
the Occation, by which Means they that are 
moſt Indigent, will, cæteris paribus, be beſt 
entitled to our Benefactions; and the Bleſſing 
to the Receiver will be greater or leſs, accord- 
ing as his Wants were more or leſs preſſing. 


AND yet, how many are there, who break 
in upon this Rule, and act in direct Oppoſi- 
tion to it? Who make large Preſents to thoſe, 
that have large Revenues, and give with the 
Mercenary View of receiving mighty Intereſt, 
and ample Remuneration. Thus Diomede, 
in the Poet, offers his Brazen Armour to 
Glaucus, and receives his of Gold, eleven 
Times better, in Return. And where, I 
pray you, is the Bleſſing in ſuch a Caſe, ei- 
ther to the Giver, or Receiver? The One is 
ſomewhat impaired, the Other not much im- 
prov'd in his Circumſtances. The One has 
no Deſign to relieve any Wants, the Other has 
no Wants to be reliev d. What Grace then is 
there on this Side? what Thank is there on 
that? The Benefaction ceaſes to be fo, when 
it ceaſes to be a good Turn; and Gratitude 
can never repay the Favours, that it never 
ow'd. So that they loſe both their Name, 
and their Nature, being miſapply'd; which, 
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if conferr'd on proper Objects, would be to 
them of ſingular Uſe and Advantage, and as 
ſuch would merit and demand their moſt 
grateful Acceptance and Acknowledgement. 
Thus the Crumbs, which fell from the Rich 
Man's Table, that ſtarving Lazarus deſired to 
be fed withall, would have been to Him an 
high Repaſt, and an elegant Entertainment, 
which, had they been offered to thoſe that ſat 
at Meat with him, would juſtly have been re- 
ſented as an Indignity and Affront, might 
have made them quit the Maſter's Company 


for his Dogs, as the more /oc:abie, and better 
bred Animal of the Two. 


WHAT are Crutches to thoſe, that have 


Feet like Hind's Feet? What are Spectacles 


to thoſe, that are quickſighted as an Eagle? 
What is Food to the full? Or Drink to the 
Drunken ® What are they (I would fain 
know) better than Mockery, and Impoſition'? 
Beſtow them on the Lame, the Weak-ev'd, 
the Hungry, and the Thir/ty, and you do 
well. You lay them under an Obligation, 
and they will thank You, for adminiſtring 
kind and ſeaſonable Relief to their reſpective 
Wants and Infirmities. 


Tu y that are Whole, need not the Phyji- 
cian; but. they that are dick. A good Othce 
is more effectually thrown away on One, that 

does 
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does not want it, than on One, that does not 
deſerve it, To ſtampa Value on it, you muſt 


conſult the Conſtitution of your Patient, and 


then make a proper Application of the Medi- 
cine to the Malady. Here, and here only it 
is a Bleſſing to the Receiver, which will al- 
ways be more or leſs eſtimable according to the 
Weight of that Diſtreſs, which it Removes, 
and the Acuteneſs of that Pain, to which it is 
a Cure. 


T Rus if it be a wretched Thing to be 
Fatherleſs, or a Widow, a bleſſed Thing it 
muſt be for the One to find a Father, and 
the Other an Advocate. If it be a piteous 
Thing to be feeble-minded, or weak, then 
a bleſſed Thing it muſt be for the One to re- 
ceive Comfort, and the Other a Support, If it 
be a grievous Thing to be /, to be needy, 
and oppreſſed; then a bleſſed Thing muſt it 


be to the former to meet with a ſkilful Phy- 
ficten, and the two latter with timely Relief 


and Defence, 


This Method would remove all Diſtreſs, 
would -dry up every Tear, and filence every 
Complaint, as it would adminiſter to every 
One according to their ſeveral Neceſſities, 


"change the gloomy Face of Things into a 


"chearful Brightneſs, and introduce a State of 
Happineſs, and Foy, and Peace, in the Room 
of Miſery, O's and Deſpair, | 

Nox 
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Nok would any Thing be wanting to com- 


pleat the Bleſſing on the Receiver's Part, and 
to make it fancere and laſting, but an Heart 


truly ſenſible of the Favours conferr'd, and 
firmly bent, by Gop's Aſſiſtance, to improve 
them in ſuch wiſe, as to anſwer moſt effec- 
tually the End of the Benefaction, and to give 
back to the Donor that high Pleaſure, which 
every Generous Breaſt muſt feel, i. e. of ſee- 
ing how worthy a Choice he has made, and 
that his Money has been laid out to the be/# 
Advantage. 


So much then for the Bleſſedneſs of the 


Receiver. It is. now high Time, that we 


turn our Eyes to the other Hand, and take. 


a View of the Bleſſedneſs of the Giver. 


Axp here to begin with that, which muſt 
be the Foundation of all the reſt, and there- 
fore deſerves to be conſidered firſt, vi g. the 
Situation, and Circumſtances of Life, that a 
Man is in, who muſt give to him, that need- 
eth, of his Abilities, (i. e.) according to that, 
he hath, and not according to that he bath not. 


As the great Diſpoſer of all Things has 
diſpenſed his Favours to ſome with a very 
ſparing, and as it were penurious Hand: So 
has he dealt them out more liberally to others, 
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not only in Plenty, but Proſuſion. Thus 

whilſt ſome are pining for Bread, and deſtitute 
of almoſt every neceſſary of Life: Others are 
feaſting amidſt goodly Heritages, and yet 
make them Houſeholds like a Flock of Sheep. 
An Increaſe of Corn, and Wine puts Gladreſs 
into their Hearts, ſpreads Chearfulneſs in their 
Countenances, and makes their Face to ſhine, 
as tho anointed with Oyl. Theſe are reck- 
oned, not unjuſtly, amongſt the greateſt of 
earthly Bleſſings, being promiſed as ſuch by 
Gop Himſelf to his choſen Race; to whom 
Olive-Yards, and Vine- Yards, and a Land 
flowing with Milk and Honey, were the 
ſtrongeſt Incitements to, and the Reward of 
their Obedience.—This gives Men the fulleſt, 
2 freeſt Enjoyment of every Thing, that 
is good under the Sun. There is nothing, 
that their Eyes fee, or their Hearts long for, 
but what is theirs, as ſoon as ſought, Every 
Element, and every Clime are Tributaries to 
their Table, and every Seaſon fends in its Con- 
tingent to make the Muſter of their Demands 
compleat. - In ſhort, Riches contribute fo 
much towards, and conſtitute ſo large a Part 
of worldly Felicity, that to be happy, and 
to be rich, are thought Terms almoſt Syno- 
| notnous, and indeed 1 in ſome Languages fignify 
* ſame Thing. | 


Bor 
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Bor it is not to be imagined, that it is 
here required of every Giver, that he ſhould 
have ſuch a Redundancy, ſuch a Swell of 
Fortune; That would reduce the Number of 
Benefactors to a narrow Compaſs. There are 
Degrees of Plenty as well as Scarceneſs, of 
Wealth as well as Want. It is enough that 
he be exempted from thoſe Evils, with which 
he ſees his Brother ſtruggle, and that he has 
ſuch a Competency of this Worlds Goods, as 
will enable him to ſpare, tho' but a little, and 
put Help in Hand, towards eaſing his Shoulders 
of that Burden under which he bends. 


So far then is it a Bleſſed Thing, that a 
Man has it in his Power to give; and ſo 
much more Bleſſed is it, when that Power is 
enlivened by a Spirit of giving. There are 
the Gifts of Nature, as well as of Fortune; 
and the Deficiencies of the One are often filled 
up with the Overflowings of the Other. 


A Goop Diſpoſition often ſupplies the 
Want of a good Eſtate; and a generous 
Mind, amidſt others Exigencies, forgets its 
own. Every Object of Compaſſion is ſure to 
excite it there; and to open the Hand, as well 
as Bowels, towards their Relief.— A Man ſo 
diſpoſed, is a fellow Sufferer with all that 
Suffer, and afflicted with every one's Afflic- 
tions, Nor can he be at Eaſe himſelf, till he 
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bas removed their Uneaſineſs; till their Mourn- 
ing be turn d to Laughter, and their Heavinefs 


fo ' Foy 
AND what an happy turn of Mind is this, 


to be always willing, nay Studious to com- 
municate of his own Happineſs, which, as 
ſure as he ſucceeds in, is redoubled upon 
Himſelf, and makes him twice happier than 
He was before. This Man is Bleſſed in his 
Deed! Bleſſed in the Act of Giving, as it 
removes thoſe ungrateful Senſations, which 
the Sight of another's Miſery never fails to 
create in Him, and Bleſſed in receiving back 
the Bleſſings he beſtows, in the Prayers and 
Invocations of the Receiver. He mult be 
filled with Pleafures, as out of a Brook, too 
laſting for Earth to give, too refined for earthly 
Men to taſte, when he joins, as well he may 
with holy Job, When the Ear heard me, then 
it bleſſed me, and when the Eye ſaw me, it gave 
Witneſs to me. Becauſe I delivered the Poor 
that cryed, the Fatherleſs, and Him, that had 
none to help him. The - Bleſſing of him that 
was ready to periſh came upon me, and I cauſed 
the Widow's Heart to ſing for Foy. 


Sven a One! is a publick Good, and a 


publick Bleſſing, and as ſuch will be had in 


Reverence of all that are round about him, 


oo daily ſhall he be praiſed. The Rich will 


court 
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court his Friendſhip, the Poor ſue for his 
Protection. He ſhall be ſtiled, The Friend, 
and Lover of Mankind, the common Fa- 
ther, and Deliverer of all that are in Diſtreſs.” 
Theſe are Titles RicuT HoxouRABLE in- 
deed; beyond All that the Great and Noble 
can boaſt from Birth, and a long Deſcent of 
illuſtrious Progenitors, mere Accident and 
blind Chance, which we often ſee to be the 
Portion of the Degenerate and Baſe: Theſe 
are pure, and ſelf-deriv'd, the Rewards of 
Vertue and of Merit, which Kings may aug- 
ment, but cannot Seto, which Heralds may 
Blazon, but cannot Atcherve. | 


Tuvs the Glory of his Houſe is increaſed 
by the Conjunction of Both the Bleſſings of 
Mi ſdom's left Hand, —- Honour conſtantly 
attends Riches, when well employ'd, as its 
Companion, and Ally, and is as inſeperable 
from it, as Light and Heat from the Sun.— 
GENEROSITY is a Vertue the moſt Popular 
of any, being what all Men think they have 
ſome Share in, and may one Time or other 
be the better for: — And HosPiTALITY to 
Strangers, tho' in no immediate Want, will 
conciliate the Affections of all within its In- 
fluence, will make them praiſe the Bounty of 
the Hand that fed them, and divulge the 
good Name of its Owner far and near.— 80 


that his Fame ſhould grow up as a fender 
Plant, 
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Plant, and as a Root out of a dry Ground, 
which ſhoots up to the Heavens for Height, 
and covers the Earth beneath with its out- 
ſpreading Branches. Nor would One think, 
that even Envy itſelf could find ought to 
repine at there, where the Birds of the Air 
find a Place to build their Neſts, and the 
Beaſts of the Field take Shelter from the ratling 
Storm. Every one proſpers in the Proſperity 
of Him, who is ſo ready to diſtribute; and it 
is their Intereſt . to with 4/s as their own, 
which in Truth in ſome Sort it is, juſt as we 
agree in calling for the Return of Day and 
the grateful Viciſſitudes of Rain and Sun- 
ſhine, of which the juſt, and Unjuſt are 


indiſcriminately Partakers- And ſurely, if 


the ardent Deſires of the Rich, if the fervent 
Prayers of the Poor, if the loud Cries of the 
Deſtitute ever gain Admittance, and find Fa- 
vour with the AL MIGHTY, then all theſe 
"combin'd into one Petition to Him can not 
fail of taking Heaven as it were by Violence, 

and extorting a Grant to their joint Requeſt 
for the Continuance and Improvement of this 
Man's Happineſs, on whom the Welfare or 
Miſery of ſo many Individuals, nay, Fami- 
lies, and whole Diſtricts, depend. The If. 
ing up of their Hands ſhall be as an Evening 
SacFrfice acceptable in his Sight, and ſhall 
pull down Bleſſings manifold upon his Head, 

"which ſhall come down ie Rain into a 
« Fleece 
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Fleece of Wool, and as the Drops that water 
the Earth. So that his Barns ſhall be filled 
with Plenty, and his Preſſes ſhall burſt out 
with new Mine. He ſhall prevent him with the 
Bleſſings of his Goodneſs, 2. e. ſhall go before 
him as his Guardian and his Guide, ſhall 
make him to walk in his Way ſafely, and his 
Foot | ſhall not ſtumble, When he lieth 
down, he ſhall not be afraid; yea, he ſhall 
lie down, and his Sleep ſhall be ſweet. 
Thus, Lorp, wilt Thou give thy Bleſſing 
to the Righteous! . 


Tur Delight of Mankind, muſt be the 
Delight of the Moſt High, who ſees in him 
the Image of Himſelf, and therefore muſt be 
more -and more delighted with him,. the 
nearer the Copy reſembles the Great Original. 
Thus the Bleſſings of Wiſdom's Right Hand 
ſhall crown the Bleſſings of her Left, ſhall be 
as Health to his Navel, and Marrow to his 
Bones: Length of Days, and long Life, and 


Peace ſhall they add to him. 


Bu r there is another Blefling yet behind, 
which ſurpaſſes all the reſt, as it ſurvives their 
Interment, and ſtands a Man's Friend, when 
every Other has dealt very treacheroufly, and 
forſaken him. A Man may be as happy as 
this World can make him, and enjoy every 
Thing in it, to be enjoy'd, for a Seaſon ; yet 

after 
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after all, we know that this cannot laſt for 
ever, but to be drawing to a Concluſion, per- 
haps, before we are well aware. All Things 
here below are ſubject to Viciſſitude, and 
Decay. No State of Tranquillity ſecure from 
Interruption; no Condition of Life exempted 
from the Calamities of it. Croſſes, and Diſ- 
appointments, Vexation and Grief, are the 
Portion of the High and Mighty, as well as 
of the Low and Weak. Care, and Sollicitude 
ſit heavy even upon the Royal Brow, and 
weigh down the Hearts of Princes, as well as 
the meaneſt of their Subjects. Sickneſs 
and Pain are as familiar in lofty Palaces, as 
in the humbleſt Cottages and Cells. In vain 
are Guards, or Yeomen to keep them off | In 
thort, Man, that is, the whole human Race 
without Exception, is born to Trouble, as the 
Sparks fly upward. —And here it is, that the 
Beneficent Man finds his Account, that 
whilſt he has been employ'd in doing Good 
to others, he has all along been the greateſt 
Benefactor to himſelf. That the Pity and Re- 
lief that he has afforded them in their Diſtreſs, 
ſhall be repay'd with Intereſt in his own. 
Bleſſed is be that conſidereth the Poor, and 

Needy, the Loxp ſhall deliver him in the Time 
of Trouble. Trouble, whether of Body or of 
Mind, whether Temporal or Spiritual ; but 
more eſpecially hen the Snares of Death com- 


poſh us round about, and the Pains of Hell 


have 
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have gat hold upon us. When our wonted Cates 
ſhall nauſeate, and ficken upon the Palate, and 
the ſprightly Strains of * Muſick become irk- 
ſome and unpleaſant, when Riches ſhall be no 
better than a Burthen, and Incumbrance, and 
all the Glories of this World ſhall fade, and 
wither like a Leaf; when the Phyſician ſhall 
leave us in Dejection, and Deſpair, and our 
deareſt Friends ſtand round our Beds wring- 
ing their Hands and Weeping; when our 
Servants and Attendants are only officiouſly 
troubleſome, and every Thing adminſtred to 
us for Good, ſhall prove only a freſh Inſtance 
of the Inſufficiency of human Means, THEN 
the Far HER of Mercies and Gop of all 
Comfort, lifteth up the Light of his Counte- 
mance upon him, and illuminates the darkeſt 
Corners of his Soul, ſoftens his Anguith, and 
alleviates his Pain, and either reſtores him 
once more to Health and the Joy of his Sal- 
vation; or elſe, © the more the outward Man 
te decayeth, ſtrengthens him ſo much the 


e more continually with his Grace and Holy 


«Spirit in the inner Man,” and gives him a 


ceful Exit at the Gate of Death; and ei- 
ther Way, whether living or dying, maketh 
His ſick Bed for him, yea, maketh all his Bed 
in his Sickneſs. 


Ir the Enjoyment therefore of every Good, 
that this World has in Store, if Wealth, and 
| D Honour, 
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Honour, and Health, and Reputation, if Fa- 
vour in the Sight of Gop and Man, if to be 
loy'd, when living, and rever'd when dead, 
if the Praiſe of our Deeds ſhall embalm our 
Memories, and make the Mention of them 
fweet amongſt the Poſterities; if all theſe be 
fufficient to denominate a Man bleſſed, then 
Theſe, and more ſhall be the Portion of that 
Man, who. honoureth the Lok p with his 
Subſtance, and feedeth the Poor wth the firſt 

Fruits of all his Increaſe. 


AND now, if we take a REvigew of what 
has been ſaid, and compare the reſpective 
Bleſſedneſs of the Gzver, and the Receiver, 
we ſhall not be at Loſs, nor heſitate a Moment, 
on Which Side to award the Preference; 


I x to be able to give, be more eligible, than 
to need to receive; if to relieve another's 
Wants out of our Abundanee, be more defirable 
than to want Relief Ourſelves; if to ſupport 
the weak, and defend the oppreſſed, be better 
than a State of Weakneſs, and Oppreſſion, 
if Wealth and Honour are more to be coveted, 
than Poverty and Contempt: In a Word, if 
every. Thing, that we call Good, be more 
— . — what we call Evil, then Things 
muſt be revers d, muſt change their Nature, 
and Mankind their Appetites, before the Re- 
cerver can be equally bleſſed with the 1 
e 
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He has it in his own Power to do as much 
Good as he pleaſe; and to entitle himſelf 
thereby to a Reward adequate to that Good, 
He may purchaſe as large a Share, as he thinks 
ft to bid for, in the Glories of a Future State, 
and conſequently may be, in ſome Senſe, as 
much more Bleſſed in another Life, as He is 
in this. The one is a free Agent, the other 
merely paſive. How great ſocver his Wants 
may be, his Receipts are ſtinted by the others 
Bounty: and Gratitude, his only Merit, how 
well ſoever he be diſpoſed, cannot exceed 
the Meaſure of the Benefit conferr d. The 
Bleſſedneſs of giving, and receiving, therefore, 
differ, juſt as much as the Light of the Sun 
and Moon. The Luſtre of the One is bis 
Own, that of the others is borrowed, which 
of Courſe muſt be always fainter, or brighter, 
in its /zcreaſe or Wane, in exact Proportion to 
that Light, be it more or leſs, that the other 
imparts to it. The One ſhines by Day, and 
the other by Night, and Both as neceſſary in 
moral and focral Life, as in the natural. For 
Both theſe terminate in Gop, as the firit 
Cauſe and Maker, to whom they are as dit- 
ferent Movements in the fame Machine, in 
which the Giver muſt be, as it were the ain 
Spring. He is honoured with Gop's imme- 
diate Commiſſion to be his Delegate, and Repre- 
fentative, He has ordered him to feed the 
Hungry, to cloath the Naked, and ſupport 
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the Weak, at his Coſt, and as his Agent, It 
is his Appointment to heal thoſe that are 
broken in Heart, and to give them Medicine 
to heal their Sickneis, in his Name, and in 
his Stead. — I have ſaid, Ye are Gods! How 
honourable that Commiſſion! How glorious 
the Execution! Where every Act of Duty ſhall 
be matter of freſh Claim; where our Reward 
ſhall be commenſurate to the Talents, that we 
have been entruſted with, and the Gain we 
have made by trading with them. Where 
the Steward ſhall be always ready to give an 
Account of his Stewardſhip, at what Time 
ſoever his Maſter calls; where his Care over 
the Houſehold has been as extenſive as his 
Charge, and his Fellow Servants and Subal- 
terns ſhall teſtify with Gladneſs, that he has 
given them their Portion of Meat in due Sea- 
on. Happ is the Man, that is in ſuch a 
Caſe: Yea, bleſſed, ſupreamly bleſſed is That 
Servant, whom his LoRD af his coming ſhall 
N 2 doing. 


Tavs far, then, my Friends and Brethren, 
have we confidered and illuſtrated the ſuperior 
Bleſſedneſs of the Giver to the Receiver, by 
Arguments drawn from the Nature, and 
Reaſon of Things, without any Regard had 
to the Feracity of Him that aſſerted it, or 
Deference paid to the Authority of him, that 
enjoin'd it. And this I have — purely in 

Com- 
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Compliance with the Times, and the vitiated 
Taſte of that Age, in which it is our Miſ- 
fortune to exiſt. For theſe are Arguments 
which every Jew, Mahometan, or Deiſt may 
cloſe with and yield their Aſſent to, without 
any Impeachment of their Reputation, as 
Scepticks; are Motives which might excite a 
Spirit of Benevolence in Infidels of every 
Claſs, even upon their own Principles, with- 
out Fear of doing an Honour to the Chriſtian 
Scheme. But, Beloved, we have an higher 
Call, and ſtronger Motives than theſe. What 
is Matter only of Speculation in Some, is in 
Us a Point of Duty. As many as name the 
Name of Car1sT are under the moſt ſolemn O- 
bligations to remember the Words of our Lox p 
Jesvs, and that for this Reaſon, becauſe He 
is our LoRD, our JIrsus, our Saviour. Tho' 
convey'd to us by the Apoſtle, yet are they 
his Words, and it was HE that ſaid, I 7s 
more bleſſed to Give than to Receive. We have 
already ſeen the Truth of this Propoſition in 
Theory, and here we have the Recommen- 
dation of our holy Law-grver for its Practice. 
And truly, we have not only his Precept, 
but his Pattern, to enforce it; whoſe whole 
Life was One continued Scene of doing Good ; 
whoſe Death was the greateſt Benefit that ever 
the World receiv'd. Tr1s was the nobleſt 
Gift that could be conferr'd by Gop Himſelf, 
when He gave Himfelf for us, the Attonement 


and 
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and Propitiation for our Sins. All the Re- 
turns of Gratitude that He requires of us is, 
That we conform to this Example of his, 
that as He loved us, we alſo ſhould love One 
Another. Theſe are all, indeed, we are 
capable:of making; this is all that he is capa- 
ble of Receiving. And that we might be 
the more inclined ſo to do, he has added yet 
greater Bleſſings than all that went before, 
when thoſe of Time ſhall be ſwallow'd up in 
thoſe of Eternity. So that here Bleſſings be⸗ 
get Bleſſings, which being multiply'd into 
each; other, ſwell the Product at laſt to an 
infinite Sum. Whatever good Offices, there- 
fore, others do towards ſupporting the Weak 
upon Principles of Humanity, let US do upon 
much nobler, i. e. Thoſe of Chriſtian Charity, 
and Goalie Benevolence. Let GRACE finiſh, 
what Nature has begun. Let us give to a 
Diſciple in the Name of a Diſciple, that we 
may in no wiſe loſe a D:/ciple's Reward. — 
Bleſſed are the merciful, jor they ſhall obtain 
Mercy, in the Hour of Death and in the Day 
of Judgment, when we ſhall moſt need it.— 
Here, then, we have a Solution to our SA- 
vIOUR's own Queſtion, How hard ſhall they 
that are Rich enter into the Kingdom of Hea- 
wen? — Gch an Application of their Riches, as 
js here recommended, would remove every 
Obſtacle out of the Way, would w:den the 
Streight Cate, and lift up the Heads of the 
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everlaſting Doors, that Theſe with the King of 


Glory might come in.— What others, therefore, 
beſtow in Pomp and Parade, in gratifying the 
Luft of the Fleſh or Pride of Life, will then 
be found to be laid out to a much better 
Purpoſe, in feeding the Hungry, and cloathing 
the Naked, Where the generous Giver in 
this L.ife ſhall in his Turn, commence Re- 
ceiver in the next; ſhall find that his Prayers, 
and his Alms are come up as a Memorial be- 


fore God; and the Bleflings of the Poor ſhall 


be ratify'd by that of his Propitious Judge, 
who ſhall take every Favour done to them, 
as done to Himpelf, in his poor Members; ſhall 
transfer the Obligation, and of Creditor be- 
come their Debtor; and in Conſequence of it, 
ſhall at the Grand Audit of the World, bring 
it to Account, i. e. ſhall openly acknowledge it 
in the Face of Men and Angels, and repay it 
with this Welcome ; this Final Approbation, 
Come ye Bleſſed Children of my Father, receive 
the Kingdom prepared for You from the Be- 
ginning of the World. Tnasmuch as ye have 
done it unto One of the Leaſt of theſe my Bre- 
thren, ye have done it unto Mx. 


Which Gov, of his infinite Gocdneſs and Mercy, grant, 
may be the happy Sentence of us all, for the Sake of his 
RBlefſed Son, to whom with the FaTuERr and Holy 
Gnos r, be aſcrib'd, as is moſt due, all Honour, Glory, 
Might, Majeſty, Dominion and Power, from this Time 
forth, fer evermore. Amen! 
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